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“ Nothing extenuate, mor set down aught in Malice.” 





No.17. NORWICH, Wednesday, April 18th, 1821. 14. 





THE WONDER. | 


On Saturday, April 7th, was performed the Comedy of the 
‘Wonder,’ with the interlude of the ‘Day after the Wedding, 
and the Farce of the ‘Farmer,’-We have seen the elegant Gamedy 
of the Wonder much better acted on ourjboards than.on, , 
The Don Felix of Mr Arlan, andthe Donna Violante of Mts Han- 
nam, were both spirited pieces of performance, and when we have 
said this, we have. said every thing,—The Musieal Faree of the 
Farmer was well acted,—Mr Sherwin’s Randy was capital, and 
Miss Phillips’ Louisa, more respectably performed then usual. 
The house’ was tolerably well. filled after the third act—Our va- 
luable matter in this number preeludes our-further remarks, 


“in 





TO MRF. WILKINSON, Theatte Royat, 
‘ ge Bis 


’ eA ’ ; Norwich, 17th April, 18273> 

Sir,—I am bound:in duty to our Correspondent, “ Philo- 
Dramaticus,” briefly to notice. your letter to me wider date*of 
April 10th, wherein you have avoured to explain away your 
conduct relative do the manuscript of that person being exhibited 
to Mr Arlan, and Mr Balis—you must be aware that-ai the time 
f gave my consent to your request, that it only related to the 
former gentleman, as I had never the pleasure of an mtroduetion 
to Mr Balls ; you conditioned with me a return of the ‘writer 
article in “half an hour,” and that no “impr sh 
made of it,” anstead of which, the manuscri Nt com: 
until a week afterwards, and.the Critique on Mr Balls had been 
ethibited to hen, unknown to me, and even found its way'into ‘the 
Green soom, where it engendered suspi which are not borne’ 
out-by facts, giving at the same time, much patn to parties not tn 
any way connected with our Publication—as for myself, f can 
see noth ing in the paper alluded to, in any way offensive to Mr 
Balis, and from (as f wnderstand) ns gentlemanly conduct, ie 

een convinced 


the paper was laid before him, he must have b 
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whoever was the author, he had not only handled the subject most 

ably, but had abstained ‘from offensive personal allusions. 

I am, Sir, your most Obedient Servant, 
Tue Epiror. 


PORTRAITURE OF THE DRAMA, No. 2. 
MR. ARLAN. 


Pronuntiatio est vocis et vultus et gestus moderatio cum bees - 
ULL. 








Lusus animo debent aliquando dari, 

Ad cogitandum melior ut redeat sibi. 

Puepr. 
Sir,—Before I commence my promised criticism on Mr 
Arlan, allow me to express my approbation of your very judicious 
resolution—that of refusing admittance to every subject uncon- 
nected with the Drama; the Observer has, I regret to state, been 
made the vehicle of personal hostility—Henry has attacked Vin- 
dex—Vindex has'retatiated the abuse, and your valuable publica- 
tion has been crowded with matter uninteresting to the public,and 
prejudicial to» its' general circulation. ‘The press, is the glorious 
bulwark of our liberty; the avenger of the oppressed, the terror 
of the’ villain ; ‘but never is that noble engine so degraded as 
when it is made the vehicle of personal feeling and private 
resentment. z 
Mr Arian is not an exception to Pope’ s general rule, 

“Phe Actors province they but vainly try, 

Who want three things,—deportment, voice, and eye.” 
for his deportment, though studied to display the fancied beauties 
of his person, is still easy, his voice good, and might be with pro- 
per management, harmonious ; his eye is tolerably expressive, yet 
with all these natural requisites, much is wanting before he can 
become the finished actor. His enunciation may bespeak the man, 
of education, but it is certainly laboured, this, alt who have heard 
his delivery of the soliloquy in the dagger scene of Macbeth, will, 
I think, allow. His principal aim appears to be a desire of in- 
fusing a degree of originality into every character he may person- 
ify ; this too often loth him to wander from the beaten path of 
common sense, In, acting, reason and fancy shculd go hand in 
hand, and though fancy may outrun her cautious partner's step, 
still her every act is null and void till reason ratifies the deed: 
We would, adyise Mr A. to correct this error, and beg leave to 


assure him,that his Theatrical reputation will never suffer by fol- 


lowing the readings of a Palmer or a Kemble. 

His Iago. is, perhaps, thesbest part he has played; but even 
there we cannot give unqualified praise.: he tried to be original, 
and oibongh the.conceptidm of some passages of the character 


did certainly, show the strength and vigour ot the master, still the 


execution betrayed the uncertain hand of the pupil through the 
whole. With all his imperfections, we cannét but regard him as 
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a promising young actor, and would advise him to study the 
gtand precept of Horace, 


Est brevitate opus ut currat'sententia. — 
Puito-Dramaticus, 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer. 


Sitr,—Feeling an interest in every, circumstance regarding the 
Theatre, and the performers, whe, compose thecempeny 1 beg the favor of your 
inserting the remarks I am abeut to make on the Norwich Theatrical Fund... By 
the paper of Saturday the 7th Inst, I find, the Annual; Play forthe-benefiticf tha 
fand, intended for the relief of. Decayed Actors, is_no longer'to be.under the Patro- 
nage and Protection of the Provincial. Grand Lodge of Freemasons, and:other 
Lodges of this district. I regret this circumstance very much, because, until the 
patronage of this Institution (which is founded upon the principles of Charity and 
Benevolence) was solicited by the Manager of the Theatre, this fund was fast sink- 
ing into decay, first from the limited number of contributors towards it in the The- 
atre, and next from the Annual Benefit, gradually declining in amount, until the 
attendance was so inconsiderable, as to induce the Manager to dismiss the audi- 
ence, anid close the Theatre for the evening, vi” pe ae 
This circumstance vecurred seven years back, and in the following year, applica- 
tion was made by the Manager, to the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, for his 
Patronage and that of the Lodges of the district in support of this fund ; it was im- 
mediately granted, great interest was made on the part of the and pros- 
perity followed—for the six following years, the rece in the.night appdinted for 
the Benefit, have generally exceeded £100 and sometimes. Thus anaddition 
of neatly £700 has been maile, through the exertions of the | oo Societies from 
the most. praise-worthy ‘motive, that of upholding a chatitable Institution. Lhope 
the Public will not suffer, any difference of opinion, thatimay have arisen between 
the Patrons and the Manager of the Theatre, to in ‘e with their efforts to sup- 
port this charity; but when the Annual Benefit he ounced, they. will shew the 
world, they are equally ready to assist sco laudablé an undertaking; whether it be 
attended by the Members of any Institution, dressed in the costume of their order, 
with all their paraphernalia displayed, or ‘left to their patronage, unaided by any 


individual society: webu i a 
The nature of this charitable fundycalls for, sat trom the Public, who are 
continually partaking of the pleasure and amusement which a well acted Play af- 
gs and towards which the members.of .the.Theatre — largely —— 
The situation of an actor is a peculiar one, he has to s a, apprenticeship to 
his profession, and it is long, ri longs Netore he be tf e ales cam acquire that 
mechanical knowledge of the stage business, so necessary for him to appear with 
ease before the audjence—he must nécéssarily remain for a length of time in obscu- 
rity, before he can avail bimself of his natural talent, he must study incessantly, 
and be contented to live upon a gery scarcely, equal to furnish the nm com- 
forts of life, with no settled place,of residence, , with the additional burthen of 
providing necessaries to make a proper appearance on the stage; a circumstance 
which too often involves him in difficulty and danger, even his personal liberty, to 
effect this, is frequently endangered-——the whole ot bis small income peinapearerty 
enough to pay his travelling expenses andthe means of existence. Ifhe succ 

in his profession, he will have but a. short time to provide for himselfin pee, 
when infirmity will deprive him of the power he has hitherto enjoyed of giving 
delight to those around him. Extreme prudence is not the characteristic of an 


_actor, and therefore, it ‘is the more necessary that some provision should be made 


for him, when he may become no longer useful, and when “‘ the world forgetting, by 
the world forgot,” he sinks into neglect, obscurity, and indigence Sip fi dis- 
Consolate state. “All actors cannot be equally eminent, and he who is content to 
ass through his Theatric life, satisfied with the personation of inferior characters, 
Pwhich no man of talent would undertaké) is surely as much entitled to our atten- 
tion as those who held the highest walk in the Drama, when in old age or distress ; 
without infériot actors, we could never have witnessed the Hamlet of Kemble, (the 
climax of all that is great and good) without having had a Guilderstern or 
crosus, &e. to assist him, for there must be men of all descriptions in a Theatre to 
fill the characters in the Drama. 2 
L have said thus much in defence of the‘actor, to shew the virtue of this Charita- 
ble Institation, in the hope that some means may be found, either to regain the 
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lost patronage, or to urge the = not to lose sight of it altogé’her when thr Re. 
nefit Night shallbe announced to them. It appears that otfeinally (in Mr Brun. 
ton’s time) the house was for, the might freevof all expense for the Benefit of 
the Fund, and was continued so until a season or two back, when the Patentec 
finding (from ‘the’ Benefit taking place in the middle of+ the seaxon) it was injurions 
to his interest, demanded -a-sum from the receipts to defray the expences of 
the house. The Sum being much larger thawthe Committee approved of, and there 
being no appearance of coming to a mutual conclusion, they thought proper to give 
up the ‘patronage po pe ae" 

It is now tore” in the hands of the’ rg age alone, the Lodges have done 
their duty, and it-becomes more a for the PHN, what is best to be 
dole, to ‘prevent that which has so lately Pokpeted sinking again into decay. If 
the sime patronage which'has tay long ete Brppertea it, cuuld be induced to continne 
its charitable imfluence, and siiffe: nefit to take place on the first or lust night 
icra te poe we ‘thes Parente « would not think either of those injurious to his 
interest, arid’ ould'a8 teadily ‘attend, 

_lam,Sir, Your Obedient Servant, 


VEunITAS. 


On Wednesday, April, \8th,,1827, will be performed, the Comedy 


Every, One:Has His FAULT. 


Captam Irwin; Mr Atlan—Lord Norland, Mr Beacham 
Bonen nia ay Fa piety Mr Smith 
Mr Placid Mr. ‘Smith—Solus; Mr Wharton 
‘Byard Pig " Is; ad fal apn appearance on any stage) 
‘Porter,.M arrison—- fin ares? ‘Mr Nieholls 


Setthuts, Molar Since, and Bryei- 
Lady Elinor Irwin, Mrs Brudenell—Mrs Placid, Mrs Balls 
Miss Wopburi; Mis' Hannani-—Miss Spinster, Mrs! Watkinson 





A SONG, ‘BY MR. HARRISON. 
iTo. conelude with the Drama, of The 


JEW OF LUBEC; 
. Or,. the Seat ot a Father. 
The Jew, by Mr ‘ARLAN. -».Rosa, by Mrs. BRUDENELL. 


To Corr nts.—A letter sign ae tonics tor ‘umps.” shall be inserted, in our 
next, it is ably pees ho and we are o higed to for it. Several other communica- 








“tions have reached our bands and are under consideration. 


To Paul Pry.—Most, Facetious Sir,—-Your letter bearing the Post, Mark of April 
5th, came daly to hand, Bad should’ have had immediate rection heat not.consi- 


‘ déred that m any p rts of gal ‘fayor were’ calculated to a controversy, be- 
ween aye ze ilo: Dramatic us, ce mig possibly (a eho semen npvacres Peuere 
“With other fueron nents end ood deal of useless asperity—inde- 


t of which, so muc bel peal about Mr pipe wl L in the parts 
led Sa baat we onion ma much ia wou i either 
- Bhai mae our ea but aac acer au ne Tost. dl 
§) = My 
mé,T Bidieisie ‘again aside ef its contents, and pot resolved at all events 








edison i its ‘insertion in the next Fuamber Tae Eprtor, 
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